TOOL: Intercession for
the Church

Lift others in prayer * Daily

Introduction

Throughout the New Testament we see Paul and other leaders pray for local groups of
believers. He prays for them in specific ways, using the insight he has about their
struggles or joys to help intercede.

We too can intercede for Christians all around the world. We are all united as the
Church. And, at the same time, we have insight into the unique pains and victories of
the local body we partner with. We know the names and faces of those who serve,
and those we see on a Sunday. We notice the strengths and gifts, and whether we
want to or not, we notice the areas of need or weakness. We can use that insight to
intercede on behalf of our church body.

Practice

DAY ONE: Pray that The Vine be a place of love, wisdom and strength

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. (Phil. 1:9-11)

DAY TWO: Pray that The Vine community would have wisdom

For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all God’s people, | have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people,
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. (Eph. 1:15-19a)




DAY THREE: Pray that The Vine community would be rooted in Jesus’ love

For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Eph. 3:14-21)

DAY FOUR: Pray that The Vine community would bear fruit

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might
so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the

Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the
kingdom of light. (Col.1:9-12 )

DAY FIVE: Pray that The Vine community would walk in the ways of Jesus

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his
calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness
and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thess. 1:11-12)

DAY SIX: Pray that God would use this community to share God'’s love

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be
delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is
faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. We have
confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we
command. May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ’s perseverance.
(2 Thess. 3:1-5)

DAY SEVEN: What prayer is on your heart for this church?



Debrief your experience

After practicing with this tool, debrief your experience with your Praxis Group. Below are
some questions to process together:
Check in on life. (Where are you experiencing Christ’s presence this week? What burdens
are you carrying?
What did you learn from this practice?
Describe your experience with this practice. (What feelings came up, what went well,
what got in the way? How has it impacted your relationship with God?)
What is the next step for you?




